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derived from this source; and in his communication with Jews,
too, he was unfortunate, for, he has spoilt the narratives of the
Hebrew writers, by taking the fables of the Talmud instead of
the  Old-Testament facts,  and makes  unaccountably   gross
mistakes, which could answer no purpose and are fatal to his
credit, since they" contradict the boots to the authenticity of
which he bears repeated testimony.    In fact, we know nothing
of his previous life except his marriage; and before he announced
himself as the messenger of God he had abundant leisure to
think over his schemes, and to collect materials at home or on
his commercial journeys.   Still there was no need to go abroad
for  information, for  he had a  confidential friend at home,
Wareka, an aged cousin of Kadijah, who is said to have pro-
fessed first Christianity and then Judaism, and even to have
translated the Scriptures.    This report, however, is disproved
by Mohammed's ignorance of them : still he may have com-
municated to him his own imperfect knowledge, and he is said
to have encouraged him, and to have convinced his wife of his
mission.    I assume that Mohammed gained his knowledge,
such as it was, where he could, but was the sole author of the
Koran; for if he had had partners in the work they must have
been discovered, and after his success they would willingly
have expected to share his fame and authority.   Surrounded,
as he always was at Medina, with company, and liable to con-
stant interruption, we can hardly conceive how he could find
time to compose it.    My opinion is, that he was ready enough
to bring out verses on an emergency, but that the long nar-
ratives, which were as suitable to his object at one time as at
another, were premeditated, and substantially committed to
memory when he had more leisure.

Mohammed, unable, it is generally believed, to write him-
self, ha^, in the course of his life, no less than fifteen secre-
taries, the two most eminent of whom, and the most confidential,
were Abubekr and Othman, both sons-in-law, and both suc-
cessively Khalifs. They must have furnished copies to those who
wished for them, for we hear continually of chapters being read
and recited; but it was left for Abubekr to form them into a